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to responsibly use the resources of our earth 
while simultaneously renewing our environ-
ment and making it stronger. We are more 
than up to the task—Americans have always 
been pioneers and innovators, and nature has 
always played a vital role in that frontier spirit. 
Our ancestors tamed the wilderness; now it is 
our challenge to sustain and preserve it. 

In the 110th Congress, the House has 
passed historic legislation to protect our plan-
et. We have acted to improve vehicle fuel effi-
ciency, promote renewable sources of energy 
and invest in new energy-efficient tech-
nologies. In addition, we have proposed legis-
lation to slow, stabilize and ultimately reverse 
greenhouse gas emissions. I urge the Bush 
Administration to partner with Congress and 
the American people to enact these bold pro-
posals. 

One of the greatest joys of my life has been 
sharing in the wonder of the natural world with 
my family, my friends, and especially my chil-
dren. Whether a simple walk outside or a trek 
to the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge, these 
experiences have renewed my spirit. 

Future generations deserve the same op-
portunity. This will only be possible if we fully 
embrace Earth Day’s challenge to recognize 
the immense value of our environment and 
our planet. As we celebrate sprouting leaves, 
sunlight, spring, and all the splendor of nature, 
we also commit to ensuring that we can en-
thusiastically enjoy every Earth Day to come. 
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my distinguished col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
pay tribute to Anna Cervenak and Max 
Bartikowsky, recipients of the Anti-Defamation 
League’s Distinguished Community Service 
Award. 

This award is presented to persons who are 
dedicated champions of human rights and 
have distinguished themselves by civic, philan-
thropic and other extraordinary activities. 

Max Bartikowsky was born and raised in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. His celebrity 
began at an early age, being the impish inspi-
ration for a shoeshine boy character called 
‘‘Little Max’’ created by the famous cartoonist, 
Ham Fisher, who originated the ‘‘Joe Palooka’’ 
comic strip once syndicated in over 900 news-
papers nationwide. Fisher was also a native of 
northeastern Pennsylvania. 

Bartikowsky graduated from Wyoming Semi-
nary after which he attended the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School and Wilkes 
College. He served in the U.S. Navy from 
1951 to 1955. He went on to complete the 
Gemological Institute of America’s Diamond 
Grading Class after which he took an active 
role as the third generation in the Bartikowsky 
family jewelry business. Today, he is president 
and CEO of Bartikowsky Jewelers, currently 
celebrating 121 years in business. 

Bartikowsky has been especially active with 
the Jewish Community Center (JCC) where he 
has served as president, a member of the 
board of trustees and the board of directors. 
He is a supporter of the JCC’s Fitness Center, 
JCC Camp, JCC Basketball Banquet and the 
JCC 5:30 Club. 

He also serves on the board of Temple 
Israel where his grandfather was the first 
president in 1924. He is a past president of 
the Wilkes-Barre Lions Club and Jewish Fam-
ily Services and has been a member of Ma-
sonic Lodge 655, Caldwell Consistory, and 
Irem Temple for 50 years. He is also a sup-
porter of Wyoming Seminary. 

Bartikowsky has been honored by the 
Knights of the Saber, JCC 5:30 Club, Wyo-
ming Valley Family Service Association and 
the Jewish Family Service. He was also fea-
tured in articles in the Outlook and Pennsyl-
vania Heritage magazines. 

Anna Cervenak graduated from Forty Fort 
High School and College Misericordia where 
she earned a bachelor of social work degree. 
She went on to Marywood University where 
she earned a master’s degree in social work. 
A member of Alpha Sigma Lambda, Social 
Work Honor Society, she was elected to 
Who’s Who Among Students in American Uni-
versities and Colleges. 

Cervenak started her career at Bell of Penn-
sylvania while still in high school. She worked 
as an operator, in engineering, employment 
and as the company’s public speaker. When 
she retired from Verizon in 2007, she was Di-
rector of Community Relations/Public Affairs. 

A past president of Junior Achievement, she 
is currently a member of its board of directors. 
She is also a member of the board of directors 
of Penn’s Northeast, Great Valley Technology 
Alliance, Pittston Chamber of Commerce, 
Wilkes-Barre Chamber of Business and Indus-
try, Athena Award Committee, Victim’s Re-
source Center, Catholic Youth Center, Catho-
lic Social Services, King’s College President’s 
Council, Luzerne County Community College 
Foundation, Penn State-Wilkes-Barre, Step- 
By-Step, Boy Scouts of America, Blond Asso-
ciation, Circle 200 and the Mountain Laurel 
Center for the Performing Arts. Ms. Cervenak 
also chaired the Blue Ribbon Committee to 
save Tobyhanna Army Depot, Burn Founda-
tion and the Jewish Family Service Advisory 
Board. 

Her awards include Athena Award, Top 50 
Business Women in Pennsylvania, Top Busi-
ness Women in Northeastern Pennsylvania, 
Arthritis Foundation Community Leader of the 
Year, Susan B. Roebling Distinguished Citizen 
Award, Wyoming Valley Woman’s Pathfinder 
Award, NEPA Boy Scouts Woman of the Year 
Award. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Bartikowsky and Ms. Cervenak. 
Their extraordinary community service to 
northeastern Pennsylvania is both legendary 
and inspiring. They have clearly made a sig-
nificant contribution to the improvement of the 
regional quality of life and, for that, we are all 
grateful. 
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Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
support H. Res. 1117, supporting the goals 
and ideals of Earth Day. On this day we are 
reminded of the importance of protecting our 
environment for generations to come. 

Established in 1970, Earth Day commemo-
rates the birth of the modern environmental 
movement. Thirty eight years ago today, 200 
million Americans from coast-to-coast took to 
the streets to demonstrate the importance of 
environmental stewardship and conservation. 
Their voices are still heard today, as we con-
tinue to celebrate Earth Day globally. 

We must act responsibly and expediently to 
protect our environment by addressing global 
warming. Scientists worldwide agree that glob-
al warming is a reality and its consequences 
will be devastating and far-reaching. 

Protecting our environment is not only cru-
cial for this generation, but for the many gen-
erations to come. By implementing environ-
mentally responsible policies today, we will en-
sure that our children and grandchildren will 
have clean water to drink and clear air to 
breathe. 

We must focus on developing renewable 
energy, reducing our dependence on fossil 
fuels, expanding access to sustainable re-
sources, and increasing environmental con-
sciousness. This Congress has taken great 
strides to these ends, but there is still much 
work to be done. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
the goals and ideals of Earth Day. May we 
continue to make environmental issues a top 
priority of the 110th Congress. 
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Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Eager Free Public Library, 
EFPL, for 100 years of service to the people 
of Evansville, WI. Since the doors first opened 
a century ago, the Eager Free Public Library 
has been an invaluable and vital part of the 
community. 

During the 1890s, Wisconsinites embarked 
on a movement to secure free public libraries 
around the State. However, few were as pas-
sionate and dedicated to the cause as Mr. 
Almeron Eager. Eager’s passion for libraries 
was evident when he passed away in 1902. In 
his will, Mr. Eager bequeathed $10,000 to the 
city of Evansville to construct a free public li-
brary in his name. The library’s cost would 
end up exceeding $10,000 but his surviving 
family members contributed money to cover 
the remaining cost. After several years of 
searching for the proper site, the first con-
struction shovel finally pierced the ground in 
May 1907 and the library was dedicated in 
June 1908. The prairie school style of the 
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